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Press Release
  JOHNNY HAS THE W-FACTOR !

And the winner is…….John Cartwright, AKA Johnny Fontane Jnr. They had a great night at The Walnut Club last week for its live W-Factor showdown performance, and the clear winner was the talented Johnny Fontane from Manchester. He will now get the chance to perform professionally three nights a month, singing in front of the Walnut Club audience.

The judging panel consisted of Richard Mills, Walnut Club managing director; Roop Mullins, managing director of Doub7e Seven Event Solutions. Richard Mills said: “We had a fantastic evening, a great laugh, and we believe we’ve unearthed some real talent in the process. We were specifically looking for a male singer, as we thought there was a dearth of local talent. This event was so successful that we’ve been inundated for requests for a similar competition for female vocalists. We have given in and we will announce details soon. We enjoyed the W Factor evening so much, how could we refuse?! Johnny really wowed the audience and was a worth winner. The fact that he heard about our competition while at Ronnie Scott’s in London gives you an idea of how important word of mouth can be.”  

With around ten regular local groups already playing regularly at The Walnut Club, the music nights on a Tuesday, Friday and Saturday are already popular; however the club has noticed a shortage of jazz and crooner style talent, and wanted to search out the best up and coming performer. Applicants needed to be able to command a stage and perform anything from Frank Sinatra to Jamie Cullum. The wannabe crooners were be provided with a live band and expected to sing three different songs to impress local judges and the evening diners. Johnny impressed both judges and audience and scooped the contract. 

This is a far cry from Johnny’s early days of growing up in Moston, Manchester. Known at school as a troublemaker and written off by his music teachers at Trinity CE High School in Hulme, he only discovered his talent by accident by playing childhood prank when he was working at his local sports and social club as a pot collector. Every Saturday night was Karaoke night. One of the regular punters always used to sing “Mack the knife”, a song made famous by Bobby Darin. 


 




…/cont
One night, Johnny (aged 14 at the time) thought it would be funny to turn the punters’ microphone off and sing the song instead. By the time he had finished, he received a standing ovation from the crowd and he realised that he might actually have a talent. The 19 year old sings songs by legends such as Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin and Sammy Davis Jr. The ambitious and confident Johnny said: “I am delighted to be given the chance to perform at such a well respected venue as The Walnut Club and to make my name on ‘the other side of the hills’. Move over Jamie Cullum and Michael Buble, Johnny Fontaine is coming to town!”
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Johnny Fontane, the Walnut Club’s W-Factor winner and ‘new crooner on the block’. 

Notes to Editors
The Michelin star-aspiring Walnut Club is one of the UK’s first strictly Organic Restaurants, based in Hathersage in the Peak National Park. The head chef, Nick Wilson worked for seven years alongside Jean Christophe Novelli, and as head chef in several Michelin Star establishments during that time. Open daily from 12noon until 11pm, the Walnut Club serves a lunch and evening menu and has recently launched a Children’s Menu (available all week and until 6pm Fri and Sat Evenings). News about the Walnut Cub is spreading fast – not only regionally, but nationally too, with excellent reviews recently in The Independent Magazine and Virgin Trains’ Hotline Magazine. The stylish interior and mouth-watering food are truly starting to put Hathersage on the culinary map, and there are plans to expand the restaurant brand to other areas of the country in 
the future. The Walnut Club is becoming the place to be seen; celebrity visitors to the Walnut Club have already included Paul Newman, Michael Vaughan, Lynn Faulds-Wood and Clarissa Dickson Wright of Two Fat Ladies fame. Traditional Organic Sunday Lunch is available all day on Sunday. The venue hosts live Jazz / Crooner style music on a Tuesday, Friday and Saturday evening.

For further information or bookings contact The Walnut Club on 01433 651155, or visit the website at www.thewalnutclub.com
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